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The Interview 


By John Koch 


D. C. DENISON has written “The In- 
terview” every Sunday for more than 


How does it feel to have the ta- 
bles turned on you? 


Like something I deserve. I feel P've 


impulse is to play it safe. I’m grate- 
ful to people who haven’t played it 
safe with me. 


Don’t you think people like to 
talk about themselves? 


I’m not sure about that, when it’s on : 


the record. When somebody just 
starts talking about, say, wooden 


boats, and you can tell this is some- | 
thing they think about when they’re : 


: nightmares that I’m going to be 
forced to interview Demi Moore. 


driving home, that’s what makes a 
great interview. Pure enthusiasm. 


What are things you think about | 


in the car alone? 


about real life that cut out the mid- 


dieman and get people closer to sto- : 


ries. That’s what brought me to the 
Internet and why I’ve liked “The 
Interview.” 


Why are you leaving ““The Inter- 
view’’ now? 
I got sucked into the Internet. I’m 
editing and writing on the World 
Wide Web full time for an on-line 
paper. It’s called Web Review. 


What does D.C. stand for? 


David Campbell. My father’s name : 


is David. Calling me D.C. was a 
way to distinguish who the phone 
was for. 


What would you ask D. C. Deni- 


son if you were interviewing 
him? 


I would ask D. C. Denison, “Why 
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So, why didn’t you cover more 
lebrities? 


: It’s a dead end. There were more in 
: “The Interview” when I started. In 

: the last 10 years, the country and the 
i: media have gotten celebrity-ob- 

: sessed. There’s nothing there; it’s 


I have the opposite response. I have 


Who were your most memora- 


I think of finding new ways to write : 


Architects. They have to respond to 


disappeared 
into the sofa, stared at his feet, and 


answered questions in one word. If 


he didn’t feel like talking, he 
shouldn’t have left the house that 
morning. 


D. C. Denison. Who are you? 


11 years as a free-lance writer. After 
an unbroken string of 614 of these pieces 
Sor the magazine, he is stepping down. 


D.C. Denison 


: Don’t look behind the curtain. Some 


people thought I was a woman; they 


: didn’t know the initials. It’s always 
: been my aim to recede in “The In- 
: terview.” As a friend of mine said, 
: they have to talk to Tom Snyder.” I 
: never wanted to turn into a Tom 


describe your personality? 

: Td say I’m curious. That’s why 

: I] got into journalism. I never 

i asked personal things in my inter- 


You really do cultivate anonym- 
ity, don’t you? 

' By observing something, sometimes 
: you change the thing. If Peter Jen- 
: mings walks into a room, the whole 

: chemistry changes. Whereas if I 

: walk into the room, nothing 

: Yes. Happily married for, like, 10 

or 12 years. Two kids. Grew up in 

: New York and came here to college 


Pve been told that. It’s like a flag 
that goes up. 


: What is it signaling? 

: Embarrassment or self-effacement, I 
i think. There’s an LA saying: 

: “Enough about you. Let’s talk 

‘ about me.” I’m almost the opposite. 
: Tom Stoppard has said he gets into 
: a topic, finds the 

: and then writes. But when he’s fin- 
' ished for the day writing plays, he 
: doesn’t have any opinions. 


: What’s your most amazing feat? 
: rowed to Martha’s Vineyard from 
: Cape Cod. I was stopped twice by 
: the Coast Guard. They thought I 
; was some kind of escaped loony. 


: Is it true that a Connecticut 

: town was settled by your ances- 
' tors? 

: came over in 1631 and later ended 
; up in King Philip’s War, fighting 

: various Indian tribes. He came on 
: the Lion, the boat George 


Bush’s ancestors came on. 


: How did you choose your sub- 
| jects for interviews? 


: This is the most common question 
: Pm asked. The method’s simple: to 
: get 180 degrees away from the pre- 
: vious one. So if you do a ballerina 

: one week, you try to find a kick- 

: boxer the next week or a nuclear 

: physicist, to try to stretch it as far as 
: you can in a totally different direc- 
: tion. 


: Are you worried about the ef- 

: fects of “Interview” withdraw- 
: all? 

: Yes. It’s continually knocking you 
: out of your own world. That’s what 
: I will miss. I’m going to have to 

: find new ways to get out. © 
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